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1. Write an essay on anA one of the following
topics :

(a) Arti{icial Intelligence and its impact in
education

(b) Atmanirbhar Bharat : Its challenges
and prospects

{c) Plastic pollution in Earth's ocearls

(d) Digital economy and its prospects in
India's industrial and commercial
growth
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To help improve the management of forests,
USAID and India's Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change launched the
Forest-PLUS 2'O as a five-year program in
three forest divisions-Medak in Telangana,
Gaya in Bihar and Thiruvananthapuram in
Kerala. The program uses a variety of tools
and livelihood interventions to enhance forest
management and engage local communities.
One important tool is Van, an integrated
system for collection of forest inventory and
ecosystem data through a mobile app and
automation of data analysis through a web
portal. The Van system uses satellite images
and geo-analytics to improve forest
management and to collect data that is
uploaded to a cloud-based data repository.
The data arra)yzed informs forest
management projects. The system has not
only increased the accuracy of data
collection but has also significantly
decreased the time and effect required for
collecting and analyzing data.

Increasing economic opportunities for local
communities is also an important aspect of
the Forest-PLUS 2.O program. "Ecotourism
projects have been implemented in the
Dungeshwari and Barabar hills", says
S. Sudhakar, conservator of forest at the
Gaya Forest Circle in Bihar. Other
livelihood interventions include Moringa
Value Chain products and the manufacture
of incense sticks from rerycled flowers
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from the Mahabodhi and VishnuPad
Temples. Wild honey and Pickles are
manufactured as well. This will be upscaled
and sold through outlets in Bodh Gaya
where tourists will be major customers.
Developmental programs like these help
Forest Officers work closely with village
communities. This, in turn, helps to create
an understanding through which they can
address issues like human-wildlife conflict
more comprehensivelY.

Questions :

(a) Why was the Forest-PLUS 2'O program
. launched? Describe in your own words-

(b) What is the Van system? What are its
uses?

(c) How is the Forest-PLUS 2'O program
. helping local communities?

What are your views on forest
management in India?

Do you think developmental programs,
like the ones mentioned in the above
passage, help in effective forest manage-
ment? Give a well-reasoned response'

(d)

(e)
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3. W.fit a pr€cis of the following passagewithin one-third of its length ana provide anappropriate title :

lhere was a yolng boy who came regularlyto soccer practice but never made itlo U:"
ltuti.S team. 

.While_he was pra"ti"irrg, hi"father would sit at the far 
".ft- 

of the field,waiting for him. The matches began and forfour 
-days, the boy did ;; ";r* up forpractice or the quarter. or semi_finals. Heappeared for the final game, went to thecoach and said, "Coachl you have alwayskept me in the resen/es and never let me

npv jn_the games. But today, pi;""; ;; ;;play." The coach said, "Sori,'I-; sorrSr, Ican't let you. There are better pfay"r" Ur*' you and besides, it is the' finats; thereputation of the school is at stake ."a fcannot take a 
thance. on you." The boypleaded, "Coach, I promise, f *ifi oot let youdo*T. 

-I 
bg8 of you, please let me-play., The

go1ch had never seen the boy plead like thisbefore. He said, "Okay 
"orr, 

gio il;"" il;remembeq I am going agiinst my better .judgement and tfrJrepirtaiorr-of the schoolis at stake. Don,t let me down-i The gamestarted and the boy played like a houJe onfire. Every time he gtt-th" U.U,-t" shot agoal. Needless to say fr" was the 
"t", of tn"game. His team had a spectacular win.

Wh:T the game finiphed, the coach went upto him and said, oSon, to* couta I havebeen so wrong? I have never 
"""rr'you ptay
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like this before. What happened? How did
you play so well? The boy replied, "Coach,
my father is watching me today." The coach
turned around and looked at the place
where the boy's father used to sit. There was
none there. He said, oSon, your father used
to sit there when you came for practice, but
I don't see anyone there today." The boy
replied, "Coach., there is something I never
told you. My father was blind. Just four days
ago, he died. Today is the first day he is
watching me from above."

4. You are a field oflicer in the Department of
Agriculture. You are assigned to do a lield
survey and examine various problems faced
by the small farmers in cultivating summer
crops.

Draft a report of your field survey and its
findings to place it before the Secretar5r,
Ministry of Agriculture. 25
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